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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 


COUNTY OF LASALLE ) 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

KEVIN KRAMER, ) 

Petitioner, ) 

-vs- ) No. 2015-F-153 

JULIA EICKMEIER, ) 

Respondent. ) 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS had in the above-entitled 
matter, at the LaSalle County Courthouse, Ottawa, Illinois 
on the 17th day of August, 2017. 

BEFORE: THE HONORABLE JUDGE KAREN C. ElTEN 

PRESENT: MR. ROBERT STEELE 

appeared on behalf of the Petitioner, 

MR. ERIC MISKELL 

appeared on behalf of the Respondent. 
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THE COURT: This is Kevin Kramer, K-r-a-m-e-r and 
Julia Eickmeier, E-i-c-k-m-e-i-e-r cause number 2015-F-153. 
Present in court is Mr. Kramer with his attorney Mr. Steele. 
Ms. Eickmeier with her attorney Mr. Miskell. We are on day 
nine of the continued hearing on an order of protection. 

When we stopped back on July 5th I believe Mr. Atkins was on 
the stand, and Mr. Steele, you had not finished your direct 
examination; is that correct? 

MR. STEELE: That is correct, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Is that your understanding as well, Mr. 
Miskell? 

MR. MISKELL: Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Steele, are you prepared 
to have Mr. Atkins come back? 

MR. STEELE: Yes, I am, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Do you want to bring in Mr. Atkins, 
please. Mr. Atkins, do you want to step up here and be 
sworn again. 

(Witness sworn.) 

JOHN P. ATKINS, 

called as a witness herein, after having been first duly 
sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY: 

MR. ROBERT STEELE 
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THE COURT: Come have a seat up here. 
THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, go ahead. 

BY MR. STEELE: 


Q Could you please state your name for the Court. 

A John Atkins. 

Q And the last time you had testified we had just 

completed viewing a videotape that you had taken of a 
statement from the respondent Julia Eickmeier; is that 
correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And that took place on January 18th of 2016? 

A Yes. 

Q After taking that statement, did you have 

further contact with Ms. Eickmeier? 


A 


Yes 


Q Okay. What happened next? 

A She called shortly after taking the statement 

saying she forgot to tell me a few things. 

Q Was that the same day January 18th, 2016? 

A Yes. 

Q And what•did she tell you at that time? 

A That she forgot to tell me a few things, that 

after speaking with her that Madeline had a stuffed animal 
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in her crotch and that she said that gamma or grandma was 
the one that would do that to her. 

Q Do you know who she referred to as grandma and 

grandpa? 

A That would be Kevin's parents and I apologize. 

I - - Mary Kramer. 

Q Was Julia reciting a conversation that she had 

with Madeline; is that her intent? 

MR. MISKELL: Objection as to her intent. 

THE COURT: Sustained. 

BY MR. STEELE: 


Q Who told you grandma and grandpa had stuffed a 

stuffed animal in to Madeline's crotch? 

A Ms. Eickmeier. 

Q Did she tell you how she learned that 


information? 


A She stated that Madeline told her. 

Q What was your response? 

A She said that she had it on videotape. 

Q All right, and did you ask her about the 

videotape? 


A Yes. 

Q And what did she tell you? 

A That she would e-mail it to me. 
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Q Did she in fact then e-mail it to you? 

A I never received it to this day. 

Q Did you then engage in a series of e-mails with 

her at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Showing you what's marked as Father's Exhibit 

No. 13 and ask you if you can identify that exhibit? 

A Those are e-mails between Ms. Eickmeier and 

myself. 

Q And that's a chain of e-mails then? 

A Yes. 

Q Starting with her sending you an e-mail? 

A Yes. 

Q When did she send you that e-mail? 

A On January 19th, 2016. 

Q And was this relative to her sending you the 

video? 

A Yes. 

Q All right. What did she say in her e-mail 

about sending you the video? 

MR. MISKELL: Objection. Judge, if I can have a 

minute. 

THE COURT: Yes. 

MR. MISKELL: Because of all the e-mails that are 
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Madeline regarding these allegations? 

A That you can't use leading questions. Children 

need to be asked a certain types of questions but not 
leading. 

Q And in some of these follow-up e-mails you're 

asking her about what happened to the video? 

A That's correct. 

Q Did she ever send you the video? 

A I have not received it. 

Q In the January 29th -- excuse me, the January 

22nd e-mail to you she refers to another recording, January 
22nd at 8:15 p.m.? 

A Okay. 

Q She refers to a recording of Madeline with 

screaming and crying, hurt and distressed. Physical 
appearance is swelling, bulging and tampering with her 
vagina -- 

MR. MISKELL: What time? 

MR. STEELE: 8:15 p.m. 

MR. MISKELL: All right. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Did she ever show you that video or that 

recording? 

A Yeah, I believe that's an audio recording. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Eickmeier 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

arguing? 

A 

Q 

recording? 


All right. 

And yes, I have that. 

And what is that audio recording of? 

Six minutes of Madeline crying and Ms. 
and Mr. Kramer talking. 

So Mr. Kramer's present at that time? 

Yes. 

And Ms. Eickmeier was there? 

Yes. 

Were they arguing? 

Not that I recall. 

Mr. Kramer and Ms. Eickmeier, were they 

Not that I recall. 

What was being said at that time in that 


A She was 

MR. MISKELL: Objection, Your Honor -- 
THE WITNESS: I couldn't recall -- 
MR. MISKELL: Objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Hold on a second, sir. 

MR. MISKELL: I think the best evidence with regards 
to that would be the actual tape and otherwise -- the best 
evidence could be possible hearsay because I believe it's an 
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audio tape and not a videotape. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, your response to his 
obj ection? 

MR. STEELE: She sent it to him, and he listened to 
it so I think he has a right to say what she gave to him. 
THE COURT: Is it available to be -- 
MR. STEELE: I think it is available. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Is it available? 

A I have it right here in a sealed envelope. 

MR. STEELE: All right. 

THE COURT: So wouldn't the best evidence be -- 
MR. STEELE: We can play that. 

THE COURT: Okay. Any objection, Mr. Miskell? 

MR. MISKELL: No. 

THE COURT: Do you have the ability to play it, Mr. 

Steele? 

MR. STEELE: I think I can probably play it through 
my computer. 

THE WITNESS: It should play on the laptop. Did you 
need to see this? 

MR. MISKELL: Yes. Before he plays this can we have 
a little bit of foundation as to how he either received the 
information and/or who created this CD? 
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THE WITNESS: I received it through -- 
THE COURT: Hold on a second. Do you have any 
objection to laying some foundation, Mr. Steele? 

MR. STEELE: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Then go ahead and lay some 
foundation. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q With respect to your evidence folder here time 

and date of recovery 1-25-16, would you open this for me, 
please. 

MR. MISKELL: Judge, can we have this marked as an 
exhibit? 

THE COURT: The bag? 

MR. MISKELL: The bag and the CD. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, any objection to marking 

that? 

MR. STEELE: No. 

THE COURT: Make it Father's 14. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q With respect to Father's Exhibit No. 14, can 

you identify this for the Court? 

A It's one CD, a recording I downloaded from an 

e-mail I received from Ms. Eickmeier. 

Q And when was that? 


11 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


A 


It would have been January 25th, 2016. 


Q And as she told you she was going to send you 

this? 

A I got an e-mail from her. She didn't send the 

CD. It's an audio file attached to an e-mail, and I 
downloaded it on to the CD. 

Q And this CD is a true and correct copy of that 

audio file that was sent to you by Julia Eickmeier? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, can you turn it up? Start it 
again and turn it up. Can you hear it, Mr. Miskell? 

MR. MISKELL: I can barely make out what's being said 
for sure. 

(Whereupon Father's Exhibit No. 14 is being played 

in open court.) 

MR. STEELE: That's the end of the audio. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Is this the audio recording that was kept in 

your evidence locker since the time that you received it 
from Julia Eickmeier? 

A Yes. 

Q And that was on or about January 21st? 

A 25th. 

Q Okay. Had there been any other allegations of 
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sexual abuse between your January 18th conversation and 
January 25th by Ms. Eickmeier other than the stuffed animal 
one? 

A I believe there was another one on the 22nd. 

MR. STEELE: All right. I'll move to introduce 
Father's Exhibit No. 14. 

THE COURT: Mr. Miskell? 

MR. MISKELL: No objection. 

THE COURT: 14's admitted without objection. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q January 22nd there was another allegation. 

What was that allegation? Who made it? 

THE COURT: What was the date? 

MR. STEELE: January 22nd, 2016. 

THE WITNESS: An allegation was made on the 22nd. 
It's the same time the video or I'm sorry, excuse me, the 
audio came. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q What was the allegation? 

A That Madeline's vagina appeared to be tampered 

with. Another sexual allegation against Mr. Kramer. 

Q Was that made by Julia Eickmeier? 

A Yes. 

Q Did anything come of that allegation? Was 
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there any hospital visits that resulted in that? 

A No. 

Q Any evidence of that? 

A No. 

Q That was on January 25th, 2016. Were there any 

other contacts or allegations subsequent to that? 

A Afterwards, March 27th, 2016. 

Q Okay. What happened at that time? 

A Officer -- Ms. Eickmeier, an allegation that 

Mr. Kramer was sexually abusing the daughter saying daddy 
rubbed my crotch. 

Q Was that investigated? 

A Yes. 

Q Let me go back a minute to Father's No. 14 the 

audiotape recording. Had you discussed with Ms. Eickmeier 
audio recordings? 

A Yes. 

Q What did you tell her at that time? 

A On the 15th of January Defective Sergeant 

Hocking and I advised her to videotape -- secretly videotape 
Kevin but not using audio in a room that they would be - - 
Madeline and Kevin would be interacting. 

Q Why was that? 

A Just to see if any sexual contact is going on. 
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We said no audio because Illinois is a two-party consent 
audio. 

MR. MISKELL: Objection. Calls for speculation --or 
a legal conclusion. 

THE COURT: I don't think it's offered for the truth 
of the matter. I think it's just his impression so 
overruled. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Do you know if Mr. Kramer agreed to this audio 

recording? 

A I have no idea, no. 

Q With regard to the March 27th allegation, did 

you contact the Peru Police Department? What happened at 
that time? 

A Officers took a report. Ms. Eickmeier's 

statement basically stating that daddy -- 

MR. MISKELL: Objection, hearsay. He's not the 
writing officer. 

MR. STEELE: He's the chief investigating officer on 
this matter. The officers report to him, and he makes 
decisions whether or not they should be further investigated 
or not. As part of that decision-making process he has to 
review these reports for the factual accuracy. 

THE COURT: Mr. Miskell, any response to that? 
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MR. MISKELL: This officer is testifying to a report 
written by another officer who has not testified in court 
about statements not only from my client but from I'm 
assuming by reading the report Madeline so we have this 
officer testifying to -- another officer's testifying to 
what Ms. Eickmeier is saying the child is saying. It's too 
far removed. 

THE COURT: What's the purpose of offering this 
evidence, Mr. Steele? 

MR. STEELE: To show the course of the investigation 
and to see what actions were taken at that time. 

THE COURT: Not for the truth of the matter stated; 
is that what you're saying? 

MR. STEELE: That's correct. 

THE COURT: I'll allow it but not for the truth of 
the matter stated so objection is overruled. Go ahead. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q What did the officers find when they went to 

the interview of Ms. Eickmeier? What was said? 

A Daddy was rubbing my crotch, and she was taking 

one of the toys and putting it in her mouth, and Madeline 
was saying how's my cock. 

Q Now, did the officers hear Madeline say that, 

or is that what Ms. Eickmeier said? 
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A That's what Ms. Eickmeier said. 

Q So the officers did not hear Madeline say that; 

is that correct? 

MR. MISKELL: Objection. That calls for speculation. 
BY MR. STEELE: 


Q What does your report say? 

THE COURT: Well, hold on a second, Mr. Steele. You 
told me you're only offering this not for the truth of the 
matter, just to show how he proceeded with his 
investigation. 


MR. STEELE: Okay. 

THE COURT: So I'm going to sustain that objection. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q At that time did Julia Eickmeier give a witness 

statement? 


A 

Q 


Exhibit No. 


A 

3-27-2016 . 


Yes . 

I'm showing you what's being marked as Father's 
15 and ask if you can identify that. 

It's Ms. Eickmeier's written statement from 


Q All right. It indicates that she said she took 

a video? 


A Yes. 

Q Did she ever give you a copy of that video? 
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A No. 

Q Is it a true and correct copy of the statement 

that she gave to your police department? 

A Yes. 

Q And that was kept in your records? 

A Yes. 

Q Was this investigated? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there any evidence to support these 

allegations? 


A No. 


Q Was there another allegation after that? 

A Yes. 

Q When was that? 

A April 22nd, 2016. 

Q What happened at that time? 

A A report was made to Officer Credi by Ms. 

Eickmeier. She was concerned because Madeline stayed the 
night at -- 

Q What was that report? 

A What 1 s that? 

Q What did she say in that report? 

A She was concerned because Madeline spent the 

night at her father's house Kevin Kramer. 
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Q Did she take her child to the hospital at that 

t ime? 


A No. 

Q Did she discuss taking the child to the 

hospital? 

A Yes. 

Q What did she say? 

MR. MISKELL: Objection. Never mind. I'm okay with 
that one. 


THE COURT: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Upon further review she did not discuss 
taking the child to the hospital. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q If you look at the report of 4-22-2016. 

A Yes. I'm sorry. She then contacted Edwards 

Hospital. 


Q 

A 

feels that 

Q 

A 

Q 

Exhibit No 
A 


And what happened at that time? 

She advised that she already had a bath and 
taking her to the hospital would be useless. 

Did she give a written statement at that time? 
Yes. 

Showing you what's been marked as Father's 
16 and ask you if you can identify that? 

It's Ms. Eickmeier's written statement from 
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April 22nd, 2016. 

q And who did she allege had violated her at that 

time? 

A Kevin Kramer. 

Q Anybody else? 

A Grandma and grandpa which would have been Mary 

and Joe Kramer. 

Q Was this matter investigated? 

A Yes. 

Q Were any charges written or any further 

investigation done as a result of it? 

A No. 

Q Was there any evidence to support these 

allegations? 

A No. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, move to introduce Father's 
Exhibits 13, 14, 15 and 16. 

MR. MISKELL: No objection. 

THE COURT: All right. 13 and 14 are already in I 
believe. 15 and 16 are admitted without objection. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q What is a wellness check? 

A A wellness check is something that people call 

the station and have us check welfares of people if they re 
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concerned for their safety. 

Q Did you receive wellness checks with regard to 

Madeline? 

A Yes. 

Q Who would make those requests? 

A Ms. Eickmeier. 

Q And when would she do it? 

A Whenever -- I mean there was numerous times. 

Q When Kevin would have Madeline? 

A Yes. 

Q Did she make a wellness request on or about 

4-28? 

A I have one on 4-21. 

Q Okay. Does an officer then have to go out to 

the place where the child is at? 

A Yes. 

Q And see the child? 

A Yes. 

Q These wellness checks are made because they're 

concerned the child is being injured or harmed in some way? 
A If there was it would be documented. 

Q And these welfare checks that Julia asked you 

to perform for Madeline, was there any indication that the 
child was being harmed in any way? 
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A 


No. 


MR. MISKELL: I'm going to object only that he's 
asserting that Mr. Atkins was the person who responded to 
the wellness check, and apparently from the report he was 
not. 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele. 

MR. STEELE: It's in his records that he is in charge 

of. 

MR. MISKELL: Adam T. Conness. 

THE COURT: I believe Officer Conness already 
testified with regard to this incident so -- 

MR. MISKELL: And it would be duplicative. 

THE COURT: I'll sustain the objection other than to 
show the course of the investigation by this witness. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q You were contacted by DCFS subsequent to this? 

A Yes, on May 24th, 2016. 

Q What happened at that time? 

A There was another allegation of sexual abuse 

with Mr. Kramer abusing Madeline. 

Q Was that investigated by your department? 

A Yes. 

Q Was it investigated by DCFS? 

A Yes. 
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Q Who investigated for DCFS? 

A Investigator Dawn Mateika. 

MR. MISKELL: It says 5-24, judge. 

THE COURT: That's May 24th, 2016. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q What was the nature of the allegation? 

A That Mr. Kramer had touched Madeline's crotch. 

Q And at that point was there a CAC interview 

done? 

A Yes, there was. 

Q Do you have that with you? 

A I do. 

Q And this is a DVD of a CAC interview? 

A Yes, at the Child Advocacy Center in Ottawa. 

Q Who performed that interview? 

A Investigator Lisa Trevier with DCFS. 

Q And they interviewed the minor child Madeline? 

A Yes. 

MR. MISKELL: I'm going to object to this witness 
testifying to this. Not only has this already been 
testified to, judge, but in his report it says that he was 
unavailable to attend this session. 

THE WITNESS: Correct. 

MR. MISKELL: So he doesn't have any first-hand 
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knowledge. It's duplicative also. 

THE COURT: Let's short-circuit this. Are you asking 
to play the CAC interview? 

MR. STEELE: Yes. 

THE COURT: Do you have an objection to that? 

MR. MISKELL: I believe we already did. 

THE COURT: Not this one. When Dawn Mateika 
testified she didn't have the interview tape because it was 
in Mr. Atkins' possession so it's been kept in his 
possession since that time so as custodian I'm asking him to 
play it for the Court. 

THE COURT: Mr. Miskell, do you have any objection to 
it being played for the Court? 

MR. MISKELL: Well, I do because like I said, he has 
no first-hand knowledge of the event. He was not there. I 
don't know if he created this CD, did not create this CD, 
where he got the information from or anything. 

THE COURT: Okay. Hold on a second. Let me go back. 

MR. MISKELL: I thought we saw two CD's. 

MR. STEELE: We watched it. 

MR. MISKELL: Okay. 

MR. STEELE: But the Court's not had the opportunity 
to watch it. 

THE COURT: Hold on a second. Let me go back to the 
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prior testimony. 

MR. MISKELL: We'll go ahead and allow the video to 
be played for the Court. 

MR. STEELE: Is that our stipulation, it will be 
admitted in to evidence? 

THE COURT: Are you stipulating that he can admit it 
in to evidence, Mr. Miskell? You're allowing it to be 
played. The date of that interview is I believe June; is 
that correct? 

MR. STEELE: May 31st. 

THE COURT: Any objection, Mr. Miskell? 

MR. MISKELL: No. 

THE COURT: All right. Mark that as 17. 

MR. STEELE: Okay. 

(Whereupon Father's Exhibit No. 17 is being played 

in open court.) 

THE COURT: Mr. Steele, is that the end? 

MR. STEELE: Yes. 

MR. MISKELL: For the record if I can, judge, I noted 
that it started at 11:04 exactly and the door when the 
interviewer walked out the door was 11:16 exactly oddly 
enough. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

MR. MISKELL: Just because of her testimony as to how 
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long she said the interview occurred. 


THE COURT: Okay. Let's take just a couple minutes. 
You can step down. I want to see Mr. Mueller and Ms. Baker. 
Off the record. 

(Discussion held off the record.) 

THE COURT: Let's go back on the record. Mr. Steele, 
go ahead. 

MR. STEELE: I'll offer Exhibit 17 that was 
introduced back to the Court. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q After that interview, was there further 

investigation of this matter? 

A No. 

Q Do you know the results of the DCFS 

investigation? 

A They closed it unfounded as well. 

Q Other than perhaps wellness checks, did you 

have any other contact with Julia Eickmeier between this 
last investigation and October of 2016? 

A No, I don't have any more contact until October 

of 2016. 

Q What happened at that time? 

A In October of 2016 I received another 

allegation of sexual abuse, and Investigator Anne Patton was 
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assigned to it. There was another CAC conducted which I 
attended that one. 

Q What was this allegation of sexual abuse, and 

when did it take place? 

A Around October of 2016. 

Q Prior to that allegation, was there contact 

with you and DCFS on or about October 4th of 2016? 

A The last contact that I believe I had with DCFS 

was in July of 2016. That was Investigator Yearly. 

Q What happened at that time? 

A I received another fax from DCFS reporting 

sexual abuse. This was made by Beverly Schneider. 

Q Was that also returned unfounded? 

A Yes. 

Q October 4th, 2016, were you contacted by DCFS 

Investigator Anne Patton? 

A I have it on the 6th that I was contacted. 

Q Check your report on that. 

A I only have a partial of the report here. 

MR. MISKELL: I'm sorry. What date are we on now? 

MR. STEELE: October 4th. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Were you contacted by DCFS regarding protective 

custody for Madeline? 


27 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


A 

Q 

copy of the 
2016 . 

A 

Q 

A 

supervisor 
Kramer from 
Q 

anything? 

A 

custody. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

issues. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 


I don't have that report in front of me. 

To refresh your recollection I'll show you a 
report, counsel has a copy, from October 4th, 

Yes, that's my report October 4th. 

What happened at that time? 

I received a call from Anne Patton and DCFS 
Denise Flores advising of removing Madeline 
Eickmeier's custody. 

What were you asked to do at that time if 

Stand by while they take her in to protective 

And did you do so? 

Yes. 

What happened at that time? 

They took her in to protective custody with no 

Did you have further contact at that time? 

No. Not with Ms. Eickmeier, no. 

Did you go to the hospital with Madeline? 

No. 

Was that done by DCFS? 

DCFS . 
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Q And then you said -- so at that point Madeline 

was placed in to Kevin Kramer's custody? 

A Yes. 

Q By DCFS. You said that on October 6th you 

received an allegation of sexual abuse upon Kevin Kramer? 

A Actually that was the CAC from the October 4th. 

Q Okay. What was the allegation made? 

A October 4th was the allegation. 

Q So the same time that you were taking Madeline 

in to custody somebody else made another report of another 
allegation? 

A Yes, that's what decided them to take Madeline 

in to custody because the allegation was made. 

Q What was that allegation? 

A That Mr. Kramer was sexually abusing Madeline 

Kramer. 

Q Were you asked to investigate that? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you do any interview with regard to that? 

A Yes. 

Q And who did you interview? 

A I interviewed Kevin Kramer. 

Q Okay. 

A And there was a CAC done with Madeline, but 
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that was done by Investigator Patton. 

Q Is that CAC here today? 

A Yes, it is. I believe you guys watched this 

one already. 

THE COURT: I believe this is No. 18. 

MR. STEELE: I believe this is No. 18, is it? 

THE COURT: 18 is next. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Were you present at this interview? 

A Yes. 

Q That was conducted by Anne Patton from DCFS? 

A And I watched it live through closed-circuit 

television. 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, if I can play that for the 

Court. 

THE COURT: Mr. Miskell, any objection? 

MR. MISKELL: Not a problem. 

(Whereupon Father's Exhibit No. 18 is being played 

in open court.) 

MR. STEELE: I'm giving you Father's 18 then. 

THE COURT: Any objection? 

MR. MISKELL: No, judge, but I'd like to note again 
that the tape starts at 2:13:16. She leaves the room at 
2:17 and comes back at 2:18:20 seconds, and it ends shortly 
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after 2:19. 


THE COURT: All right. Father's 18 will be admitted 
without objection. 

BY MR. STEELE: 

Q Was that last allegation of sexual abuse 

returned unfounded then? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you received more requests for wellness 

checks from Julia Eickmeier on Kevin Kramer? 

A Today there was one received, and I was 

assigned to handle it. 

Q Okay. Was there an allegation made or a 

statement made? 

A No, just there was a check because -- I take 

that back. 

Q Who made the request? 

A The request was Ms. Eickmeier. The check was 

because there's court today and she wanted to make sure that 
they were not taking it out or hurting Maddie. 

Q Did you investigate that? 

A Yes. 

Q How did you investigate it? 

A I called Mr. Kramer. I could hear Madeline in 

the background giggling. They were about to have oatmeal. 
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It was unfounded. 


MR. STEELE: That's all the questions that I have of 
this witness, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Let's take five minutes so 
the staff can get a drink of water and go to the bathroom. 
Five minutes. We're going to start with cross. 


MR. 

STEELE: Your Honor, Mr. Atkins does have to 

leave at 4: 

:00 o'clock today. 

THE 

WITNESS: It's the Sergeant promotion exam. 

THE 

COURT: Okay. Let's munch on then. Sorry, 

staff. Go 

ahead, Mr. Miskell. Do you have questions for 


the witness? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY 
MR. ERIC MISKELL 

BY MR. MISKELL: 


Q 

Do you have a degree? 

A 

No. 

Q 

No bachelor's? 

A 

Nope. 

Q 

Associate's? 

A 

No. 

Q 

What sort of certificates or anything do you 


have with regards to investigations? 

A I've been a police officer for approximately 20 
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years. I have a certificate from the Community College of 
Aurora for basic law enforcement. I've received numerous -- 

Q What was the community college of what? 

A Aurora in Aurora, Colorado. It's where I 

started my law enforcement career. 

Q And you have a certificate? 

A I have a certificate. 

Q How long did it take for you -- how many hours 

does it take to get a certificate from the Community College 
of Aurora? 

A I did it on a part-time basis. I believe it 

was 532 hours total. I did it in ten and a half months. 

Q So you're saying it was 50 hours a month? 

A Somewhere in there, yeah. 

Q And in the State of Colorado, does the law 

enforcement require licensure? 

A I'm sorry. I don't understand the question, 

licensed like post certification, yes, and I received 
my post certification. 

Q How about in the State of Illinois? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q And when did you receive that? 

A In 2002 when I became a police officer here in 

Peru. 
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Q Post certification? 

A Yes. 

Q What does that mean? 

A It's police officer standard testing or 

standard and training. 

Q And where was that done? 

A I had to go to Springfield, Illinois and take 

the laterals test which was basically because I had police 
academy already. I just took a written exam. 

Q Now you went to the police academy. Where was 

that at? 

A That's the basic law enforcement in Aurora, 

Colorado. 


That's at the community college? 

Yeah. I didn't have to do anything here. 

And so what certificates do you hold in any 
sort of forensic science whether psychology, biology or 
scientific? 

A In Colorado I was a trained forensic child 

investigator. That was through the Weld County District 
Attorney's Office. 

Q So the State's Attorney teaches you how to talk 

to children? 


Q 

A 

Q 


They have people that teach you how to talk to 
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children. 


Q All right. 

A They just sponsor the training. 

Q What formal classroom work have you had with 

regard to children investigation? 

A I've had numerous ones. I've had the juvenile 

training courses. I've had the forensic interview and 
Spanish class for interviewing Spanish-speaking children. 
I've done numerous trainings through the mobile training 
unit. I couldn't give you all the dates because I've done a 
lot of trainings through them. Lead House. I've done 
investigator training, basic crime scene training. 

Q Well, with regards to crime scene training, 

have you been trained to forensically investigate crime 
scenes regarding child abuse cases? 

A Yes. 

Q And when was the last time that you had a 

course in that? 

A Child death and child abuse, within the past 

five years. 


Q Do you hold any certificates in that? 

A Yes. 

Q When was your certificate issued? 

A Some time within the past five years. 
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Q 


From that seminar? 


A Yeah. I have attended so many trainings, Mr. 

Miskell, I couldn't tell you what dates. 

Q That's why I'm asking you. With regards to the 

signs and symptoms of sexual abuse, have you had any 
training regarding that? 

A It's all covered in the previous training, yes. 

Q Do you feel that you know what the signs and 

symptoms of sexual abuse are? 

A Yes. 

Q What are the signs and symptoms of sexual abuse 

in a child? 

A There could be psychological signs such as not 

doing the same routines as they normally do. They're 
distant. There could be constant crying. There could be 
signs of physical abuse which is bruises, contusions, marks, 
and it's also been known that there's been kids that have 
been abused and they show very little signs. Same thing. 

Q Actually I think one of the statistics that 

we've been talking about throughout this case is 90, 95 
percent of abuse cases show no signs? 

A I couldn't put a statistic on it. 

Q Okay. What else? 

A Bed wetting, fire starting, acting out. 
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Nightmares, 

you can go on. 

Q 

Do you know what reference or projection is? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Are you aware of sexual abuse victims that 


refer to themselves like in a third party, third person? 


A 

No. 

Q 

You're not aware of that? 

A 

I've never experienced that, no. 

Q 

Now, it's my understanding that you said that 


you have investigated each incident that occurred in 2016? 


A 

Yes. 

Q 

And you fully investigated them and you found 


them all to be without merit? 


A 

I have no physical evidence, no. 

Q 

And you conducted these by yourself and in 


conjunction on the later ones I believe in July with DCFS; 


correct? 


A 

That's correct. 

Q 

Do you have your reports with you? 

A 

It depends on which one you want. Where are 


you starting, Mr. Miskell? 


Q 

January of 2016. 

A 

With the e-mails? 

Q 

In that area. 
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A 


Okay. Go ahead. 


Q You testified today that Julia said she would 

send you the video by e-mail? 

A Correct. 

Q As a matter of fact, the first request -- the 

first e-mail talking about sending an e-mail was your 

request to her that she e-mail you the video; isn't that 
correct? 

A That 1 s correct. 

Q And this was after your conversation with her 

that you showed on video and audio tape telling her that she 
needed video evidence or documentation, something more than 
he said/she said/ correct? 

A That 1 s correct. 

Q So you requested first that she send the video 

to you by e-mail? 

A Correct. 

Q And then did she not advise you that she was 

uneasy about e-mailing a video? 

A She did advise me of that. 

Q Because if something is out on the internet, 

who knows where it goes? 

A I don't know why she was uneasy. She also told 

me her house was a mess and not to judge her. 
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Q 

A 

Q 

witness? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

of service 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

neighbor. 

Q 

A 

Peru Pond. 
Q 

him? 


I could say the same thing about my house. 

Mine too. 

Now, at that time she gave you the name of a 

Gordon Pearson. Is that the same witness? 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Did you contact Gordon Pearson? 

Gordon -- at that time Gordon's number was out 
and I had not contacted him, no. 

Was Gordon a neighbor? 

What's that? 

Isn't Gordon a neighbor? 

Not her neighbor. It depends on what you call 
Neighbor to me is right next door. 

Where does he live? 

He lives at 22 -- I'm sorry. Right next to 

Did you go to his residence and ask to speak to 


A I believe I've made numerous attempts to do it. 

It just wasn't documented in my report. 

Q Okay. What time, place and date did you do 

that? 
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A 


This was January of 2016. 


Q Didn't you say that there's a summary of every 

contact that you had with regards to this case that you 


created? 


A 

Yeah, but I don't call out on every case that I 


do. We don't as investigators don't call out on everything 


Q 

Why not? 

A 

We just don't. 

Q 

Did you send him a letter asking him to contact 

you, that 

you have -- you're investigating an incident? 

A 

No. 

Q 

Now, on January 22nd of 2016 at 8:15 you 


received the e-mail, one of the e-mails from Julia; correct? 


A 

Yes, with a recording attached, yes. 

Q 

And this coincides apparently with that six 


minute tape that we just heard? 


A 

That's correct. 

Q 

And at that time Julia said that the child had 

swelling, 

bulging and a blood streak or a dark red and blood 

streak in 

her vaginal area; correct? 

A 

Correct. 

Q 

And in discussing about going to the hospital 


or not, did she not say that she did not want to put her 
child through that anymore? 
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A That 1 s correct. 

Q And that it wouldn't help? 

A I don't know how she would make the 

determination that it wouldn't help. That's what she said. 

Q So she didn't just run off to the hospital that 

time to try and spawn some sort of DCFS investigation? 

A No. 

Q Is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q Did you notice in the video or in the audio 

tape that within about a minute and a half of Mr. Kramer 
leaving the child was no longer crying? 

A No, I thought I kept hearing her crying and 

sobbing. 

Q And when Mr. Kramer went in the tape to kiss 

the child good-bye, did you notice an up volume in her 
crying? 

A No. 

Q Wouldn't those be two things that would be 

relevant in addressing whether a child has -- about the 
affect of a child's crying? 

A No. I'm not getting what you're trying to 

throw out there. 

Q You said that one of the investigation cues you 
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look at in the psych area is crying? 

A Yeah. 

Q Well, did you only listen to that tape once and 

dismiss it and that was the last you heard of it, or is this 
the second time today you heard it? 

A i also have kids that cry for no reason too 

so - - 

Q But there are kids that cry for reasons; 

correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And somebody is calling you and telling you 

about a reason that a child is crying; correct? 

A Someone is e-mailing me, and I'm not there so I 

couldn't tell you what the reason she's crying for. I don't 
know. I wasn't there. 

Q So you just took the tape as simply Madeline 

was crying and then she wasn't, is that it? 

MR. STEELE: I'm going to object. It mis-states the 
evidence, Your Honor. He said he didn't hear Madeline stop 

crying. Mr. Miskell keeps saying that she did. I think the 
video speaks for itself. 

THE COURT: It does speak for itself. I heard it, 
and I'll be listening to it again so let's move on. 

BY MR. MISKELL: 
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Q Now, when you testified about the March 27th, 

2016 allegation? 

A Yes. 

Q You stated that the allegation was 

investigated; correct? 

A That's correct. There was nothing to 

investigate with no physical evidence. 

Q And that -- and because you never got the video 

and no one viewed the video? 

A That's correct. 

Q On line seven of that report -- 

A Okay. Which page? 

Q Page one. 

A Okay. 

Q Does it not say Eickmeier showed us the video 

footage on her cell phone? 

A Showed those officers on scene but didn't show 

me. 

Q And observed Madeline lying down kicking her 

legs around and holding one hand on her crotch area? 

A Yes. 

Q Eickmeier was asking her who touched her. 

Madeline did not answer so Eickmeier kept telling her to 
say. Madeline then rolled over and said something inaudible 
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to US . 


Eickmeier claimed she said daddy rubbed my crotch. 


Is that what the report says? 

A That's what it says. 

Q Eickmeier then told us that Madeline had also 

taken toys from the doctor kit and placed them in her throat 
to the point of gagging. She said Madeline took one of the 
toys and put it in Eickmeier's mouth stating how's my cock; 
correct? 

A That's what the report says. 

Q So they observed the video up through the point 

where daddy rubs my crotch is in the report and then further 
Ms. Eickmeier told her about the how's my cock part, 
correct, is that your understanding? 

A That's my understanding, but if I can't see a 

video I can't investigate anything. They didn't get a 
video. It's never been to me so I can only testify to 
what's in their report. 

Q Now, when you went to Kevin Kramer's home 

regarding March 27th, 2016, what did you find? 

A Do you have something that says I went to his 

house? 

Q I'm pretty sure you did. 

A Do you have a report? 

Q Did you go to Kevin Kramer's home and 
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investigate the 3-27-16 allegations? 

A No. 

Q Did you ever, have you personally ever done any 

sort of forensic evaluation of Kevin Kramer's apartment? 

A No. 

Q Kevin Kramer's home? 

A No. 

Q Have you done any forensic psychological 

evaluations on Kevin Kramer? 

A I've done interviews, but I'm not a forensic 

psychologist to be able to evaluate -- 

Q Well, you've had some training on forensic 

psychology with regards to a -- 

A Child forensic interviewing is different than 

forensic psychology. 

Q Okay. So you don't look for the --so you 

don't like have any investigation -- 

A His apartment -- 

Q Let me finish my question. You don't have any 

investigation certificates about interviewing adult sexual 
persons -- 

A I have numerous interviews -- 

Q Okay. 

A Yes. 
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Q All right. All right. So was one of those -- 

is any of those a forensic adult psychological evaluation 
certificate? 

A Reed School of interview and interrogation and 

then crime -- Dominic -- I can't think of his last name, 
interviews. 

Q All right. 

A I've done a few other interviews. 

Q So when you interviewed the grandfather, what 

did he tell you? 

A I didn't interview him. 

Q When you interviewed the grandmother, what did 
she tell you? 

A I didn't interview her. 

Q When you interviewed Kevin Kramer, what did he 
tell you about the March 27th, 2016 incident? 

A I didn't interview him on that incident. 

Q So you fully investigated it by interviewing 
nobody except for Ms. Eickmeier and then concluded that 
nothing was founded; is that what you're telling us? 

A Yes. Who am I supposed to interview if I have 

no evidence? How would I get grounds to do a search 
warrant? 

Q How do you find evidence if you don't do an 
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investigation? That's just like saying the murderer tells 
me he didn't shoot him so I guess that's okay. 


A It's a little bit different for a murder. 

Q Now, with regards to the April 22nd, 2016 

incident? 

A Yes. 

Q Did not Julia say she was not going to take the 

child to the hospital because she didn't want to put her 
daughter through all of that; correct? 

MR. STEELE: What was the date, counsel? 

THE WITNESS: That's correct. 

MR. MISKELL: April 22nd, 2016. 

THE WITNESS: That's correct. 

BY MR. MISKELL: 

Q Now, there was some questions at that point 

about some underwear? 

A Yeah, still in evidence never been tested. 

Q Never been tested? 

A Never been tested. 

Q So you have a case -- we're going to get to 

this in a second. So you have a case that is involving 
allegations of rape. You have the piece of underwear that's 
supposedly the evidence that they found at the time of the 
incident and you didn't send it in and get it tested? 
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A No. 

Q Why not? Because you might have found some 

evidence? 

A No. 


Q Then why didn't you send it in for testing? 

A By the time it got to us, I don't know how long 

she's had it. 


Q Well, it was received on April 28th, 2016. 

A Okay. That's six days after. 

Q Six days after? 

A Yeah, so in six days anything can happen. 

Q But it got to you by the Mendota -- Community 

Health Partnership of Mendota; correct? 

A I don't think that's how it got to me. 

Q Page one of the report just before the whole I 

didn't want to take her to the hospital part, does it not 
say Eickmeier stated that Kevin brought Madeline back. He 
had her clothes in the back. She checked over the clothes 
and there were underwear there that had -- 

A Brown crusty stains. 

Q Julia contacted the Community Health 

Partnership of Mendota who told her they would certainly 
look at the underwear and told her to bring the panties to 
them; correct? 
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A 


Yes which I don't think she ever brought them 


to the community hospital to look at so they had six days of 
who knows where they're at. 

Q And you still don't send them in for -- 

A You know as good as I do in six days -- what 

can happen in six days. 

Q How would we know if you never did anything? 

Next page 5-24-16 page one. 

A Okay. 

Q Now, this incident regarding 5-24-16, you fully 

investigated that; correct? 

A I did a CAC or a CAC interview was done. Mr. 

Kramer was interviewed, and there was no physical evidence. 

Q You say that, but can you please read the last 

sentence of the first page of the Peru police report that 
starts with I spoke with Dawn Mateika. 

A It says that I spoke with Dawn Mateika -- this 

is my deputy chief who wrote this. Do you want me to read 
that? 

Q Actually it says the reporting officer is Adam 

Conness, victim Madeline Kramer. I thought that you were 
the investigator on the case? 

A And right here on the top it says Bob Pyszka -- 

Q Sir, plead read the sentence. 
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A I'll read the sentence, but I didn't -- 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, let him clarify who was the 
reporting officer here. 

THE COURT: There's a double standard that we have 
going on, isn't it? Yes, please identify who wrote the 
sentence you're about to read. 

THE WITNESS: Deputy Chief Robert A. Pyszka. 

THE COURT: Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: And he said the last one I spoke with 
Dawn Mateika and advised her that I would be adding the 
facts to the report. However, at this time no further 
investigation should be done due to the amount of previous 
allegations which have been unfounded. 


BY MR. MISKELL: 


Q So it's the crying wolf syndrome now because 

Julia has made allegations too many times we're no longer 
going to investigate these things, isn't that what that is? 

A I believe we did investigate the last few ones 

after that. 


Q Okay. Then let's go to 5-26-16 two days later. 

A Okay. 

Q Excuse me. 5-31-16. 

A Okay. 

Q It's a little confusing, but your report date 
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is -- there it is. 6-1-16 at 3:12 p.m.? 

A Okay. Where it says CAC supplement? 

Q Yes. 

A We're on the same page. 

Q And it's five pages; correct? 

A Correct. 

Q All right. On page two. 

A Okay. 

Q On 6-1-16, did you not tell Mateika due to no 

signs of physical sexual abuse, Madeline not disclosing any 
abuse, lack of leads or evidence in this case I advised 
Mateika that the Peru Police Department will no longer 
investigate this incident? 

A That's correct. 

Q And even though you had leads with regards to 

Mr. Gordon, you never followed up on that; correct? 

A Mr. Gordon was interviewed later but not for 

that one. 

Q Now, on -- then I think you said the next -- 

you testified that that was the 5-24 incident and then you 
testified the next incident that you investigated was the 
October 4th incident? 

A There's a 7-21 incident. 

Q Right. 
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A Correct. 

Q And on 7-21-16 you had received a report 

involving Madeline and Mr. Kramer; correct? 

A Correct. 

Q What was the nature of the report? 

A Sexual abuse. 

Q What was the allegation? 

A That Mr. Kramer's putting the snake up her 

dress and that he had boo-boos on his fingers. 

Q And put a snake in her mouth? 

A Yes. 

Q And was allowed to play with the snake at his 

house? 

A Correct. 

Q And you talked to Mr. Kramer? 

A I did. 

Q And he said he doesn't have a snake? 

A That's correct. 

Q So at that point as an investigator with 

forensic child history, have you ever heard of a child 
calling a penis a snake? 

A No. 

Q Not possible? 

A It's possible. I've never heard it. 
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Q So when you went to investigate Mr. Kramer's 

house, what did you find? 

A I didn't investigate Mr. Kramer's house. 

Q When you talked to Mr. Kramer's mother, what 

did she tell you? 

A I didn't talk to Mr. Kramer's mother. 

Q When you talked to Mr. Kramer's father, what 

did he tell you? 

A I didn't talk to Mr. Kramer's father. 

Q Did you talk to anybody? 

A Mr. Kramer and Bev Schneider. 

Q What did Bev Schneider tell you? 

A She just said that she believes Ms. Eickmeier. 

Q That's all she said? 

A And that that's what Mr. Kramer told her -- was 

doing the snake. She said she witnessed her masturbate once 
in the past -- 

MR. STEELE: Your Honor, if I could. This witness 
has an important engagement. 

THE COURT: Let him finish the sentence and then 
we'll be done. Finish your sentence. 

THE WITNESS: What else do you need? 

MR. MISKELL: Well, I was going to ask you one more 
question. 
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BY MR. MISKELL: 


Q As soon as that got done, your first call was 

to Mr. Kramer's attorney Bob Steele? 

A Yeah so I can set up an interview. 

MR. MISKELL: All right, judge. 

THE COURT: We're going to break at this point. Sir, 
thank you. You can step down. 

THE WITNESS: I apologize, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: That's okay. We didn't get started on 
time as usual. We already have dates set. Do you know if 
this witness is coming back on that date? 


MR. 

MISKELL 

: I'm not done. 

THE 

COURT: 

I'm aware of that. I was wondering about 

i availability. 


THE 

WITNESS: 

: Let me know when you need me, and I'll 

here. 



MR. 

STEELE: 

The OP is in place I think until -- 

THE 

COURT: 

We have it until October 27th at 4:30. 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Again, I apologize. 

THE 

COURT: 

It's okay. It's not your fault. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

) SS: 

COUNTY OF LASALLE ) 

I, EMILY DALE, a Certified Shorthand Reporter of 
the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that I reported in 
shorthand the proceedings had at the trial aforesaid, and 
that the foregoing is a true, complete and correct 
transcript of the proceedings of said trial as appears from 
my stenographic notes so taken and transcribed by me. 



C.S.R. No. 084-004301 
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